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Garden History and Progress (continued) 
2013-2014 

 

Progress at PHIG was limited during the year-long 

Pleasant Oaks Reconstruction project from 2013 to 

2014 since the chain link barrier fencing around the 

garden prevented access to most of the garden.  

 

 

 

Summer-Fall 2013 

 

Nicole Santos from Troop completed her Gold Award Girl Scout Project at 

PHIG addressing the issue of bird and habitat loss and focused on contributing 

more natural habitats to many species of declining wildlife and plants. She 

constructed a new barn owl house, based on 

a design recommended by the Mt. Diablo 

Audubon Society and used in the greater Bay 

Area. Take the owl trivia quiz and see what 

you know! 

 

 

She also mounted the bat house onto a pole for safety, built a bulletin 

board with information about local endangered or threatened bird species, 

and distributed flyer packets around the neighborhood  that encourage local residents to avoid toxins that are 

dangerous to wildlife,  making PHIG more of a bird sanctuary in the process. Funding of her project was 

supported by the Pleasant Hill Garden Study Club. 

 

 

In the fall Pleasant Hill Community Service Day volunteers and 

Chevron volunteers during Week of Caring were able to do more 

maintenance in the garden with the removal of the fencing from 

the Pleasant Oaks Park reconstruction project. 
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Fall 2013-Winter 2014 
 

Focus shifted to building the new composting system for the garden 

and uses in the middle school science curriculum for students learning 

about the nitrogen cycle, the carbon cycle, soil conservation, and 

waste recycling. Initial funding with a grant from the Pleasant Hill 

Garden Study Club and a Pleasant Hill Middle School grant 

covered the cost of lumber, hardware 

cloth and other building materials.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

The custom design of the composting system to create more airflow around 

each bin has been a model for other systems in the community. The system 

was built to recycle and 

compost waste 

materials from all of the 

Pleasant Hill Education 

Center programs.  

Work continued on 

the composting 

system through the 

year. 
 

Once the composting system was ready to use, Pleasant Hill 

Middle School Science students helped compost salad bar 

and cafeteria discards with PHIG volunteers to start that 

process. Over 500 pounds was diverted from landfills in one year.  

 

Spring 2014 

 

As the bins were completed, students from Pleasant Oaks 

Elementary School toured PHIG on a school field trip with Pleasant 

Hill Middle School students and learned about the value of 

composting from Master Gardener and Composter Billi Haug, 

participated in a skit with Pleasant Hill Middle School drama 

students, then enjoyed a library presentation at the Pleasant Hill 

Library with Patrick Remer, as part of the Pleasant Hill Education 

Initiative.  

 

With the passage of AB1826 requiring composting by 2017, PHIG 

has already helped the school reach those goals to reduce the waste 

stream with less diversion to landfills of compostable and recyclable materials that can instead be reused.  
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Fall – Winter 2014 

 

Fall’s Week of Caring 2014 event with Dow Chemical volunteers 

provided needed maintenance at the garden including chipping of 

plant materials that were pruned to go into the composting system.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall and winter garden work parties with volunteers continued 

doing composting, mulching, and other tasks to maintain the 

garden, learning hands-on by doing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the garden has matured, it demonstrates many sustainable practices 

for the entire community to adopt in their own gardens. From the 

beginning, PHIG has encouraged composting, soil and water 

conservation. PHIG provides a wildlife habitat without the use of 

pesticides that provides for pollinators such as birds, bees, and other 

insects. As many visitors and volunteers have found, PHIG is also 

simply a place to relax and enjoy nature. 

 

 

 

 

Other projects in the garden are planned as funding becomes available.  Donations and volunteers are 

needed to assist with these projects and for the ongoing soil preparation, plant propagation, pruning and 

weeding and other maintenance. 

 

Using sustainable practices including selecting plants most suitable for our 

environment will in turn improve air, water and soil health and well-being for all 

of us! 
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